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Modern surgery calls for innovative local hemostats. Quick and safe 
hemostatic products are one of the key factors for the success in the 
operation theatre.

Hemostasis – also called blood coagulation – can simply be described as the 
process of stopping blood loss after injury of a blood vessel or organ. 
Hemostasis is a complex interaction of the vessel wall and many other blood 
components (so called coagulation factors). The main steps are illustrated in 
the following figures.1, 2

Main steps of hemostasis3

Importance of Effective 
Hemostasis during Surgery  Advantages of efficient 

hemostasis during surgery 1

     Reduction of blood loss
     Better visualization of 

surgical field
     Fewer blood transfusions
       Shortening of surgical 

time 
       Cost effectiveness

To stop bleeding fast is not only crucial to reduce blood loss and to preserve 
physiologic functions for the patient but also to keep the surgical field dry and to 
assure a clear view for the surgeon.

Injury or damage
The blood vessel is injured during surgery. Blood starts 
to flow out of the vessel.

Vessel contracts 
The walls of the vessel constrict to reduce blood flow 
to the damaged area.

Platelet plug 
Specific blood cells, called platelets, are spread over the 
surface of the vessel injury. They stick to the injury to 
stop the bleeding.
At the same time, the platelets release chemical signals 
which attract other platelets to the area, to finally form 
a platelet plug.

Fibrin clot 
Coagulation factors interact in a series of complex 
chemical reactions to form finally a fibrin clot 
(This process is also known as coagulation cascade). 
The clot acts like a mesh to stop the bleeding.

Vessel constiction 

 1-2 sec

Platelet adhesion 

 1-2 sec

Platelet aggregation 

 10-30 sec

Hemostatic Plug 

 1-3 min

Mixed Platelet + Fibrin Plug 

 3-5 min

Hemo = blood Stasis = to halt
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GELITA MEDICAL’s research so far led to a series of patents held worldwide. 
One of the most innovative has been developed for the GELITA-SPON® RAPID3: 
This highly effective gelatin sponge has undergone a special and patented 
non-chemical surface treatment which gives the sponges a unique 
microstructure with a high surface roughness in the nano-range and a high 
porosity. Increased surface roughness is known to induce platelet adhesion 
and activation of the coagulating system. This structure, increased surface 
and interstices, allows GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 to achieve a faster hemostasis 
compared to a normal gelatin sponge.4

As the sponge fills with blood, platelets come into close contact, aggregate 
and begin to collide with the walls of the pores causing the platelets to 
become damaged, leading to the release of thrombokinase and thus initiating 
the clotting cascade.

Faster hemostasis because of high 
pore density hydrophilic structure 
of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3

Reference product shows much 
lower porous structure

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
Provides Efficient Hemostasis

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
induces hemostasis through 
its intensely porous structure

Mode of action of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3

Platelet clot formation

Platelet clot Platelet Platelet activation 
inside the sponge

This process leads to the 
formation of a clot on the wound 
surface, and platelet aggregation 
is enhanced through surface 
contact. A matrix is formed, 
which supports the natural 
process of the coagulation 
cascade. In addition the product 
provides a biologic scaffold for 
the contact and adhesion of 
platelets.1, 5, 6

3
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Proteolytic degradation of gelatin sponge hemostats was investigated in-vitro. The results were 
confirmed by the complete (residue-free) absorption of gelatin sponges after implementation 
between muscle tissue.9

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is made from one hundred percent porcine 
pharmaceutical-grade gelatin. Natural gelatin is a pure collagen 
protein, which is a structural element of human tissue and the most 
frequently occurring protein in both animals and humans.7

  The excellent bio com-
patibility of GELITA- SPON® 
RAPID3 has been proven in 
various laboratory tests 
according to international 
standards.11

Rapid Biodegradation

The decomposition of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 inside the body 

The natural origin makes GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 fully absorbable by the human 
body within four weeks, surrounding tissue does not react by encapsulation or 
granulation formation – which was frequently reported when other types of 
hemostats were used. This natural material facilitates the regeneration of new 
tissue cells.8 The neutral character of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 contributes to its very 
good tolerance by the tissue. Degradation time can be influenced by different 
factors, for example by the amount used, the site of implantation or 
environmental factors.1

Amino Acid 
Pool

Decomposition by 
macrophages

Amino Acids

Triple Helix
gelatin sponge

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
releases no metabolic 

products with 
pharmacodynamic 

effects

Recirculation within 
body ś own metabolism 

100% 
BIODEGRADABLE
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Realtime in-vitro degradation of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3

In a standardized real-time in-vitro study the degradation process of GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 in the human body was simulated. Since hydrolysis is the main mechanism of 
degradation of gelatin, the products were incubated at 37°C in a Simulated Body Fluid 
(SBF) buffer solution and mass loss was determined at different time intervals. 
The results clearly demonstrated a constant decrease in weight, indicating 
product degradation.11

Conclusion: After five days the weight of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is reduced by 80% 
indicating constant, quick and fast degradation.
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RAPID3in vitro degradation simulation

 STUDY

The rapid biodegradation of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 has also been clinically validated 
in more than 400 open vascular surgeries. No complications, which usually can occur 
related to the usage of hemostat, e.g. encapsulation, tumor mimicking or nido 
formation were observed. During the routine 4-week postoperative follow-up of the 
anastomotic site, no residuals were present in any imaging, supporting the conclusion 
that the products were fully resorbed by the body.10

Weight loss [%] over time [d]
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FAST: 
No preparation 
needed

FASTER: 
Immediate fluid 
absorption

RAPID: 
Hemostasis in 
less than one 
minute 

Conclusion: GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 immediately begins to absorb blood. In 2 
minutes a dry GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 takes up 3 times more blood than a wet-
used conventional gelatin sponge.

FAST: READY TO USE DRY; STRAIGHT OUT OF THE PACKAGE!

Because of the hydrophilic properties, RAPID3 absorbs fluid directly upon 
contact. Unlike other gelatin-based products no preparation is required before 
use. GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 can be used straight out of the package. It should 
be applied dry directly to the wound without wetting first, saving precious 
time in the operating theater. 

FASTER: IMMEDIATE FLUID ABSORPTION; UP TO THREE TIMES 
FASTER THAN OTHER CONVENTIONAL HEMOSTATS

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 absorbs fluid instantly, offering surgeons more 
flexibility and reducing waiting time. GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 absorbs blood up 
to three times faster than other conventional hemostatic products, because of 
increased capillary density facilitates – a significant improvement.4 Its fast 
acting properties keep the surgical field dry.

Capillary Rise method 

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 absorbs fluids much faster than 
conventional gelatin sponges

USPs and Benefits

    RAPID3 (dry)

    RAPID3 (wet)

  Conventional gelatin 
sponge (wet)

  Conventional gelatin 
sponge (dry)
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The test sponges were positioned on a glass plate of defined inclination, which was placed in a container partially filled 
with diluted human cell concentrate. The position of the rising blood margin was determined at different time points.4
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GELTIA-SPON® RAPID3 with 
hydrophilic character: the drop is 
immediately absorbed after 
application on the surface.

Dry conventional gelatin sponge 
with hydrophobic character. The 
drop is not absorbed by the sponge.

Comparison of GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 to a conventional 
gelatin sponge:

RAPID: INDUCES HEMOSTASIS IN LESS THAN ONE MINUTE

The hemostatic performance of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 has been evaluated in 
a Simulated Venous Hemorrhage Model (SVHM) on human saphenous vein 
segments filled with heparinized blood. Hemorrhage was induced by means 
of a defined puncture and time to achieve hemostasis as well as total blood 
loss was assessed.12

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 delivers rapid hemostasis – even under challenging 
conditions (see table below). In controlled tests, GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 induced 
hemostasis in less than one minute after being applied to the wound.

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 reduces time to hemostasis (TTH) by 2.5 times and the amount 
of blood loss by 3 times compared to a conventional gelatin sponge. In comparison to 
oxidized cellulose hemostats TTH is reduced by 1.8 times and blood loss by 2 times.

Amount of Blood Loss (n-fold of RAPID3)

Time to Hemostasis (n-fold of RAPID3)

RAPID3

1

2

3

Active 
Sponge

Collagen 
Sponge

Gelatin 
Sponge

Oxidized 
Cellulose

Conclusion: GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 showed a better performance compared to 
other hemostats. The time to hemostasis and the amount of blood loss were in 
all cases significantly lower.

7
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Fields of application:

General 
Surgery

Neuro & 
Spinal Surgery

Cardio-Thoracic & 
Vascular Surgery

Urology & 
Gynecology

Minimally 
Invasive Surgery

+++++++++

arterial capillary venous

moderate + ++ +
intermediate – + –
heavy – + –

What type of hemorrhage?

  Additional benefits 
of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3:

     Remains its shape even 
after contact with fluids 
or blood

     Can be easily applied 
and repositioned: 
adheres to the bleeding 
site but doesn’t stick

     Very convenient for 
laparoscopic procedures 
because of its flexibility

     pH neutral character 

Due to the pH neutral properties GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is compatible for 
various tissues, in particular for neurological sensitive areas and can be used 
in combination with pharmaceutical ingredients. 

Indications and Applications
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 can be used in all types of surgery. It is a topical hemostat 
for use as an adjunct to hemostasis by tamponade effect, in particular where 
control of capillary, venous, and arteriolar bleeding, by pressure, ligature, and 
other conventional procedures, is either ineffective or impractical.

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is especially suitable in all surgical procedures where 
fast absorption of high amounts of blood or fluids and short time to 
hemostasis is required.

++  highly recommended
+ recommended
- not suitable

Innovative High Performance Hemostat

8



1. 2.

Use dry for best 
performance

Direct application to the 
bleeding area under soft 
careful pressure

Main handling steps in open surgery

Open blister using sterile 
technique

Ready to use dry upon  
removal of the packaging – 
no preparation necessary

3.

Usage and Handling
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 can be used dry straight out of the package. It is 
available in different sizes but it also can be easily cut to the desired size. 
The hemostat must be applied to a bleeding area under light pressure until 
the bleeding stops. When bleeding is controlled, the material can be left in 
situ, however excess should be removed.

9
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GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 retains its shape even after contact with blood and 
fluids. The product adheres to the bleeding site but does not stick to the wound 
surface like other hemostats do. Therefore it can be easily repositioned.



Convenient Usage of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
in Laparoscopic or Minimally Invasive Procedures

In contrast to other conventional sponge hemostats, RAPID3 can easily be rolled 
and folded and does not tear, break or crumble when it is introduced through a 
trocar. It can easily be rolled or folded prior to insertion. 

Whilst all surfaces of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 are identical this allows limiting 
the amount of laparoscopic handling movements. This is an advantage 
compared to active sponges that allow only one specific side to be applied on 
the bleeding area.14

  GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is 
very convenient for 
application in minimally 
invasive surgery because 
of its flexibility.  

Take the hemostat out of the 
package, using sterile technique.

 Insert the folded hemostat 
through the trocar (Remove cap 
before usage).

After insertion through the trocar RAPID3 can easily be unfolded and 
applied on the bleeding site.

 Fold RAPID3 in a W-shape 
(if necessary it can also be folded 
more often). Alternatively the 
hemostat can also be rolled to a 
cylinder-like shape.

 Take the folded hemostat with the 
laparoscopic forceps. 
Note: Instruments and trocar 
should be dry, otherwise the 
hemostat might stick. 

1. 2. 3.

4. 5.

Innovative High Performance Hemostat
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M. Sielaff, M. Hermanns, R. Uhlig, T. Abou-Ghazalé, T. Steinmüller 
DRK Hospital Westend, Berlin, Germany

Early Experience with a Novel Gelatine-
based Sponge for Local Haemostasis in 
Thyroid Surgery

in vivo – International Journal of Experimental and Clinical Pathophysiology 
and Drug Research 28: 255-258 (2014)

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is clinically proven in thyroid surgery
  Study carried out by 11 surgeons, each with experience of more than 10 years in 
general surgery

  87 patients participated in the study

Objective: 
In thyroid resections a dry operating field before closing the wound is crucial 
because of bleeding complications in the patient’s neck area. GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 shows an instant blood absorption and therefore it is an ideal product to 
prevent bleeding complications.

Clinical Evidence

  The study group 
members showed a high 
level of satisfaction with 
the performance of 
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3. 

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is flexible and 
easy to introduce to the bleeding 
site. It does not interfere with nerves 
because of its pH neutral character. 

11
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How do you rate the hemostasis efficacy? 
In 71% of the cases the hemostatic efficacy was rated as excellent or good, 
while in 20% it was rated as satisfactory.

Where there any unexpected complications when 
applying the product? 
In 98% of the cases no complications were reported. Complications 
occurred in only 2% of the cases and were related to inappropriate 
application. 

Excellent Good Satisfactory Moderate Poor

No Yes

2

98

2

71

19

8

5

48

9

27

11

1

10

61

20

8

2

60

23
15

Conclusion: It can be stated that 9 out of 10 users in thyroid surgery rated this product in 
general as satisfactory or better. 

How do you rate the product in general? 
73% of the surgeons rated the product as excelent or good.

How do you rate the applicability? 
As the product is ready to use, the handling in general was judged as 
being excellent to satisfactory in 84% of the cases.

How do you rate the absorptive capacity uptake of 
blood and fluids? 
The uptake of blood or liquids was assessed by the surgeons as 
excellent to satisfactory in 98% of the cases.

The following points were rated by the surgeons
  Its effectiveness as a hemostat
  Absorptive capacity

  Handling and ease of application
  Adaption to surrounding tissue

12
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Tissue Hemostatic 
capacity 

Absorption 
capacity Handling Convenience 

of application
Liver Excellent Good Excellent Excellent

Lungs Excellent Good Good Excellent

Assessment of Perioperative Properties of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3

  GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
has excellent hemostatic 
properties, it is easy to 
handle and cost-effective. 

P. Hromádka, J. Skach 
Chirurgické centrum, Krajská nemocnice Liberec a.s., Slovakia

Using the new hemostatic gelatin 
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 to treat 
parenchymatous organs – a clinical 
observation
Rozhledy v chirurgii 2015, roč. 94, č.5:221-223

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is clinically proven in: 

LIVER SURGERY 

  Atypical resections due to metastasis

  Resections of liver metastasis to the extent of liver segment

  Left hemi-hepatec tomy (tumor resection)

Objective: 
The efficacy of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 was tested in a number of 
21 liver and lung surgeries (10 liver resections and 11 lung resections).

Key Facts:
  Hemostatic capacity was rated as good (42%) to excellent (58%)
  Absorption capacity was defined as good to excellent in 90%

13
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Excellent

Good

Satisfactory

  Time of drain extraction was reduced on average by 0.82 days in comparison with 
the identical number of patients operated one year before in the same department.

  No adverse effects were observed during application of the product or its resorption 
after the surgery.

  None of the patients showed postoperative bleeding or had to undergo 
re-intervention.

    In case of lung surgeries, GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 shows good hemostatic properties 
when it was appropriately pressed down onto the tissue. However, its capacity to 
adhere to the tissue was lost due to lungs’ inflation due to natural breathing.

  The excellent material charateristics of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 facilitate its 
application via working ports during minimally invasive surgeries.

Conclusion: A clear recommendation of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 in liver resections was 
stated by the author. In his opinion, considering the performance of GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 in liver surgery, the product should also be efficient in cases of kidney 
resection and conservational operations after splenic traumas. 

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
Hemostatic Capacity

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
Absorption Capacity

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is applied on the resection wound 
surface under soft pressure.

After the product started to absorb fluid it perfectly adapts 
and adheres to the bleeding site.

23

67

10

58
42

Partial Hepatectomy
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M. Boada, C. Izquierdo, M. Paradela, D. Sánchez-Lorente, 
J.M. Gimferrer, L. Molins 
Thoracic Surgery Department Hospital Clínic of Barcelona, Spain

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 Clinical Evaluation in 
Thoracic Surgery – A Clinical Experience

Performed surgical procedures:
   Lobectomy combined with Lymphadenectomy of subcarinal and paratracheal 
regions bleeding (16 subjects, 80% of interventions)

  Indication for surgical resection in 90% of the cases was NSCLC (non-small 
cell lung cancer cell)

Surgeons Experiences 
in Thoracic Surgery

Rating of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 performance

  GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
is a safe and effective 
hemostatic product, 
useful to control and 
prevent bleeding in the 
most frequent operations 
in thoracic surgery. 

GELTIA-SPON® RAPID3 was rated mainly as good or excellent. 

Stop 
Bleeding

2

0

10

12

8

6

4

Absorption Ready to use Easy to use

Excellent

Good

Satisfied

N
o.

 o
f p

ro
ce

du
re

s
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Objective: 
The study aims to analyze the effectiveness and the usability of GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 in thoracic surgery using the standard surgical protocols of the hospital. 
The product was used in 20 consecutive procedures.

Key Facts:
  The capacity of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 to stop bleeding was evaluated by 60% 
of the surgeons as being “excellent” and by the other 40% of being “good”.

  The absorption was rated in 95% of the cases “excellent” and “good”, in one 
case the surgeon was indicated that he was “satisfied”.

  GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is ready to be used without preparation out of the 
package, it is easy to use: the surgeons were rating these properties in all cases 
with “excellent” and “good”.

Conclusions: After specific evaluation of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 in thoracic 
surgery, it was concluded that GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is a very effective 
hemostatic product in thoracic surgery. Surgeons especially appreciated the 
ability to absorb blood and stop bleeding, as well as the ease of use of GELITA-
SPON® RAPID3.

  All surgeons were 
satisfied with the 
product, willing to use 
it in future surgeries. 

Innovative High Performance Hemostat
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D. Ehrenberger 
Hospital of Merciful Sisters of St. Borromeo, Prague, Czech Republic.

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3: First experiences 
with the new gelatin hemostatic – 
A Clinical Experience

Performed surgical procedures: 
  Liver surgeries, with an advanced stage of calculous cholecystitis with 
pericholecystitis or empyema of the gall bladder and multiple adhesions in 
the adjacent areas. 

  Oncological surgerie
  Tracheal stenosis and in cicatricial and hemorrhagic terrain after a 
previous tracheostomy

  Hernia surgeries, including one large scrotal hernia
  Acute operations, including cases of:

     Developed diffuse peritonitis during the surgery of a sigmoid colon 
perforation

      Operations involving extensive abdominal wall abscess 
     One double cecal perforation

Objective: 
The goal of the study was to clinically verify the usability and performance of 
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 in elective and acute surgeries, including those of 
benign and malignant disorders. 

Key Facts:
  The study is based on 20 operations with a wide spectrum of general surgery 
indications

  Removal of the packaging and application onto the tissue was recorded as 
very quick and simple due to its dry usage

  Hemostasis in all cases excellent and very rapid

Conclusions: Compared to previously used products GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
does not crumble, but perfectly adheres to the tissue at the application site. 
Hemostasis was assessed in all cases as excellent and very quick, which was 
one of the most important assessment criteria. No adverse effects were 
observed in any of the trials. In summary, the experiences with the new 
hemostat were excellent. 

Various Procedures in 
General Surgery

  The main assets of 
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 are: 

      Its excellent hemostatic 
properties

     A simple and rapid 
application of the 
product

      It perfectly adheres to 
the tissue at the 
application site. 
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S. McDonald 
Royal Victoria Hospital, Barrie, Ontario, Canada

Performance of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
during use in open vascular surgery – 
A Clinical Experience

Performed surgical procedures:
  Repairs of stenotic arteries and aneurysms in the abdominal aorta or femoral artery
  Endarterectomies of the aorta, carotid and femoral
  Bypasses involving the aorta, bi-femoral, femoral and popliteal arteries

Objective: 
The primary aim of this study was to evaluate the performance and safety of GELITA-
SPON® RAPID3 as used in vascular surgery given its use in across a broad selection of 
individuals. All the 449 procedures were performed under open conditions.

Key Facts:
   Excellent handling properties irrespective of the procedure for which it is used:

     The packaging can be easily opened 
     The usage of the hemostat dry, right out of the package saves valuable time in 

the OR
     The hemostat shows excellent adherence to the site of anastomosis
     after fluid absorption, the hemostat retains its strength and could be easily 

repositioned

 Performance factors in vascular procedures observed: 
     Successfully hemostasis at the site of vascular anastomosis, involving major 

arteries. In addition, faster hemostasis than other hemostatic agents 
previously used.

     Quick absorption of fluids from the site, improving visibility to the repair site 
and surrounding tissues. 

     The standard post-operative follow-up by ultrasound imaging was done 
4 weeks after the intervention and showed that GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 was 
completely reabsorbed.

 Cost advantage
     GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 offers economic benefits as it is less expensive than the 

hemostat previously used for vascular surgeries.

Open Vascular Surgery

  Exposed to blood or 
plasma, GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 maintains its 
shape while wet, making 
it easier to reposition and 
it allows an optimal 
placement of the product 
prior to closing the 
operating field. 

Innovative High Performance Hemostat
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  The performance and 
safety aspects of 
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
make it especially 
appealing for use in 
vascular procedures. 

Conclusions: GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 has been observed to be a safe, effective, 
economical and fast-acting hemostatic agent that is ready to be used dry, right 
out of the package. GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 confers advantages over other 
hemostatic agents without any drawbacks. This statement is underscored by the 
absence of complications in 449 vascular procedures in which GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 was used over a two year period.

Oozing blood vessel after common femoral artery repair Blood vessel after application of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3

before application

Common Femoral Artery Repair

after application of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3
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B. Lagerveld 
Onze Lieve Vrouwe Gasthuis, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3: Initial Clinical Post 
Market Follow-up Report in Urologic Open 
and Laparoscopic Renal Cancer Surgery –  
A Clinical Experience
Laparoscopic or open renal surgery can be accomplished with bleeding from 
the organ itself, vascular structures and from adjacent organs. Hemostatic 
applicant agents can be used to aid in achieving hemostasis and to attempt 
preventing excessive blood loss. 

Performed surgical procedures:
   Laparoscopic renal cancer procedures:

     Cryoablation for renal masses < 5 cm
     Nephro-ureterectomy
     Radical nephrectomy
  Open surgeries:

     Renal parenchymal cancer
     Upper tract urothelial cell carcinomas, like 
        Radical nephrectomy
        Partial nephrectomy, and cryoablation

Objective: 
The main focus of this experience with GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 was to evaluate 
the handling of the hemostatic product in laparoscopic procedures. Secondly, 
the efficacy of the hemostatic agent was analysed in open and laparoscopic 
renal cancer surgery.

Key Facts:
     Easy handling in all laparoscopic surgeries: simple to introduce 
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 into the trocar without any significant tearing and 
reduced amount of handling movements
    Safe and effective hemostat in laparoscopic and open renal cancer surgery
  Cost effective hemostat: the use of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 resulted in a 
reduction of costs compared to the previously used hemostatic sponge 
applicants. 

Open and Laparoscopic 
Renal and Urological Surgery

  GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
is a safe and effective 
hemostatic applicant in 
laparoscopic and open 
renal cancer surgery, 
with a high cost 
reduction potential.  

Innovative High Performance Hemostat
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  Further surgeries in 
urology performed with 
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
with good results:

     Radical prostatectomy 
with nerve spearing

     Pelvic lymphadenectomy
     Partial nephrectomy 
     Adrenalectomy 

  What is GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 able to do:

     Good absorption of blood
     Useful hamostasis…
       in venous bleedings
        in diffuse bleedings
    Cavity bleedings 

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is an ideal product to be used in laparoscopic 
procedures. The product retained its consistency during its unfolding and 
addressing to the tissue. 

During the 50 laparoscopic procedures and 6 open surgeries, no events of 
secondary bleedings, no allergic reactions were reported and no patients were 
readmitted due to complications. 

Conclusions: The laparoscopic handling of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 appears to be 
less complicated compared to products allowing the use of single sided surface 
applicants. Intra-operative local control, defined by no significant active 
bleeding at the time of the surgery, was achieved with GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 at 
all performed surgeries. The study concludes, that GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is a 
safe and effective hemostat in laparoscopic and open renal cancer surgery.

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is a new option for hemostasis in urological surgery. 

It provides:
   Quick absorption of blood 
   Good hemostasis in venous and diffuse bleedings

before application after application of GELITA-SPON® RAPID3

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 is also clinically proven 
with excellent results in radical cystectomie 
with neobladder/ileal conduit: 12
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Material: 
 100% purified porcine gelatin (pharmaceutical grade)
 pH-neutral behavior towards other materials and substances
 Classified by the FDA as GRAS (Generally Recognized As Safe)

Absorption:
Depending on the method of use and the operation site, the GELITA-SPON® 
RAPID3 is totally absorbed in less than 4 weeks. When applied to bleeding 
nasal, rectal or vaginal mucosa, it liquefies within 3 to 5 days.

Sterilization method:
Gamma irradiation

Storage:
GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 should be stored dry in its sealed protective outer 
packaging at room temperature avoiding contact with direct sunlight.

Packaging:
Each hemostat is packed individually in a convenient blister and afterwards 
sterilized. The packaging protects the product from external influences and 
guarantees its sterility during transport and storage. 

Fact Sheet

Type Size Pieces Art. Code Description

GELITA-SPON® RAPID3

125 x 80 x 4 mm   10 GR-610 Rapid 100

80 x 50 x 4 mm   10 GR-010 Rapid 50

80 x 25 x 4 mm   10 GR-005 Rapid 25

80 x 15 x 7 mm   10 GR-007 ENT HD

10 x 10 x 4 mm   50 GR-310 Rapid Cube

Block

Cube

  GELITA-SPON® RAPID3 
product benefits 
at a glance:

    Absorbs fluid immediately 
    Rapid hemostasis
    Fast biodegradation
    Reduction of surgical time
    Easy to use 

Innovative High Performance Hemostat
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Product identification

Level indicator

Double packaging 
guaranteed sterility

Format fits standard 
suture containers

Cut-outs for easy 
product access

Storage conditions

Red sterilization 
mark provides proof 
of sterilization

Data matrix bar code for 
product identification

Integrated flap 
for easy opening

LOT no. to ensure 
traceability

Icons for easy product 
identification
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Complete Care! Completely Safe!

Your local distributor

GELITA MEDICAL GmbH
Uferstraße 7, 69412 Eberbach, Germany
Fax +49 (0) 6271 84-2700
service@gelitamedical.com
www.gelitamedical.com

Innovative high performance hemostat

GELITA MEDICAL GmbH is the legal manufacturer of the GELITA-SPON® product range. 
GELITA MEDICAL products have been used in over 100 million procedures worldwide 
and are a preferred choice for surgeons and medical staff looking for superior 
performance and innovative solutions in surgical wound management. GELITA 
MEDICAL GmbH is a subsidiary of GELITA AG, a company with more than 140 years of 
experience in the production of gelatin and various gelatin based products.
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